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[This report was oblained by the Department of the Naevy and is
disseminated by CIA in accordance with peragraphs 3e of Natlopal '
Security Council Intelligence Directive #’Tﬁr '

Mezen is a lumber exporting ports The only modern equipment noticed was
US~made - 'Ross Carriers,” for the handling of lumber, Two pontoon

whaeves, ome under comstruction, located &t Mamemlka, about four miles north

of Mezen, No storage or warehouge facilitieg, A Port "Commissiomer"

. handles all business dealings and is in charge of port security. A large

amount of air activity noted in area, Laumber for export brought to Mezen

by barge from himterland,

Port Facillties

Mezen iz located on the Mezen River, last of the entrances to tThe White

Sea, at Lat 65° 52' Ny. Lopg U44O 17' E, There are no storege facilities

v, A dirt leads Prow the river bank wp & hill to high level
ooe & Pew stores and houses are located and where lumber is

at Max
grou
stacked wuadlting shipment. Ships loading and unloading do so at Kemenks,

a smell sawmlll town about four miles north of Mezen, This snchorage will
bold sbout five ships the size of four or five thousand tons. A very good

-ley-holding. ground was encountered here, Telephone end telegraph
facilities were available,

Harbor - Entrance and Approaches

he requested pPerElission GO pass nmorea or Morgovels

8 O &avo ce, but was denied permission. No ice breakers were

observed in the arves during the time he wes icebound in the narrow strait
between Movjovets Island and the mainland. |  |he repeated radic

calls brought no answer, A few hubs were observed om Morjovets Island, but

no people were sighted.
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Because of the 14' tide in the Mezen River, it can be entered only at
high tide, which lasts ten hours, ebb tide lasting only two hours, due

to the narrowness of the river and the very steep banks bordering it,
Navigational alds were stated to be very poor, both in the approaches

to the Mezen River and in procecding wp the river, The channel is very
narrow, barely wide enough to allow two ships to pass, and is marked by
stekes or posts. There were very few lighted channel msrkers s but,
source stated, the lack of lighted markers was of no concern because of the
24 hour deylight encountered at this latitude, No dredging or channel
improvement was noted, nor were bridges or cables encountered, The river
was estimated to be one half to o de and very shallow, even at
high tide, | Eh.he river downstream from Mezen
must be almost dry at low tide,

A pilot was taken aboasrd at the mouth of the Mezen River; and he remained
aboard until ship left the Mezen River, The pilot boat wes
described only as & very modern, Diesel -powered craft,

Landing Facilities ,
VG ’ ’ . : . .t
There are no permanent quays, plers or docks. due 4o the huge tides, strong
currents snd ice comditions. The only lanfii.g facilities whatsoever
consisted of two pontoon wharves secured in s parellel position to the shore
by heavy chains and cables. Each wharf -can.lpad two ships at one time,
These wharves are placed in the water in the spring and taken up in the fall,
One wharf was campleted and one under comstruction during the time

- ~ship was in port,

5 n ) . S 53 A::::‘ SR ENED i - Cme mBRa e,
The' port- seewed to-be under the completesidntrol of wfort "G L

with whom all business dealings were handled. Uporl bhe arrivel of
ship, this Commissioner; im.tdvilian. clothes, bousrded the ship with 25 or

) 30 uniformed men who searched the shlp thorougbly, went through the personsl
~effects of the mem, and in the case of the Captein, read &ll hls mail,
‘particularly those letters written in English, The Commissioner was the

only one who spoke English. Upon completien -of Lke search; © the -crew of

Mre given-passer and permitted to go ashove at Will;. however,
smuch as the village of Meszeh was epproxisately fowr miles -from the -port,

few men wandered out of sight of the shipy; few of them willing to risk seizure.

"Lorries" which appesred to bc US-made autos of pre-World War II vintsge, “were

avalleble for transporfetion. No supplies ices of -any kind were
avallable, | modern lumber-handling
equipment\ |in particuler the wvery high, US-made 7

automotive tType vehicle which cen straddle and 1ift a lerge pile of lumber
et one time (Ross Carriers). These vehicles were present in goodly supply

. and carried the lumber from the large storege area on the high ground over-

looking, the anchorage, down the sharp incline to the loading pler.

at the pler, about
SO unirormed men, or police, walked continuously up znd Aown ‘the pier,
while one man stood watch at his gangway; -and ‘regardless of the nurber of
times the Russian men loading the lumber used the gangway, each and every
tile they had to identify themselves to this guard, although obviously from
the conversations that ensued these workmen were close friemds of the guard,
Other than these armed guards, no other police or soldiers wewe geen bv -
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WEST BANK OF MEZEN RIVER PONTOON WHARF

WHARF SECURED TO SHORE
BY CHAIN AND CABLES AND
LOCATED ABOUT L& MILES
NORTH OF PORT OF MEZEN
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